
 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

THE 201 6 OTIP Program ð Discov ering  talen t ! 

7670  ENTRIES  FOR 2016 !!  

      INCREDIBLE FIGURES    

  We surpass ed  our ex pec tations . 
 

Five years ago, the OWF introduced the OTIP program. (Oceania Talent Identification Program )  The aim was to 

reach, by the end of the fifth year - 5,000 student entries. This year, the fifth year,  those expectations have been 

surpassed.  We have reached a staggering 7,670  entries coming from 12 countries and from 97 schools. (That is 4,433 
boys and 3,237 girls)  
 
We have achieved these astonishing figures with the assistance of many individual Federations. Federations, who believed 
that  the implementation of the OTIP program was extremely valuable, and it proved to be so. 
 
This is a unique program in the world of weightlifting.  The OTIP program was implemented by the OWF five years ago to 
specifically identify talented students throughout the schools of the Oceania region,  and in particular the Pacific Island 
nations. 

 

What is truly amazing,  is that in a short period of  time,   the national federations have been able to tap in on the work that 
they have done at the school level,  producing the next generation of champion weightlifters.  
 
It is rewarding to see so many of these students who have participated in the OTIP program, competing in the Oceania 
Championships,  Olympic Youth Qualification,  Glasgow Commonwealth Games,  Olympic Youth Games in Nanjing, the 
Pacific Games in Port Moresby, Commonwealth Youth Games in Apia-Samoa and Commonwealth Championships and 
World Youth Championships.   
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This program organised by the OWF in conjunction with the national federations participating, is financially supported by 

the International Weightlifting Federation.  And a special thanks must go to Dr. Tamas Ajan, President of the IWF,  for his 

support and enthusiasm towards this program.  

  

We also wish to  thank  ONOC  (Oceania National Olympic Committees)  for their assistance towards the program  and of 

course to the Comite Territorial Olympique Sportif  (CTOS) of New Caledonia  and the City of Mont Dore for allowing the 

students to stay  and train at the Oceania Weightlifting  Institute.  
 

 

The 2016 program has now concluded and each federation will select their  students from amongst all the school entries,  
to take part in a training camp at the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in New Caledonia from December 11th to 18th .  All 
students will be fully funded to attend this camp. 
 
 
 
 

Oceania Weightlifting Federation    



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

         122Kg Clean & Jerk 
      69Kg Category 
         Penang- Malaysia , October 24th 2016  
 
From 65kg clean & jerk in 2014 to 122kg in 2016. This is the story of Eileen Cikamatana from Fiji,  an OTIP student who 

was discovered in Fiji by Joe Vueti and Peni Tawai, when she entered the third year of the OTIP program.  They selected  
her to attend the  training camp in New Caledonia in 2014 and within two years  she became the world youth champion in 
the clean & jerk in the 69kg category with a lift of 122kg at the 2016 Youth World Championships held in Penang in 
October.   
 
In 2014,  Eileen attend the training camp at the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in Mont Dore,  where she clean and jerked 
65kg.   She continued her career with Joe Vueti in Levuka, Fji at the Jungle Gym.  In 2015 she competed for Fiji at the 
Pacific Games in Port Moresby,  at a bodyweight of 63kg where she clean & jerked 95kg placing 2nd in the Oceania Youth 
Championships.   She competed in Samoa in September 2015,  where she won a gold medal in the Commonwealth Youth 
Games,  in the 63kg category with a clean & jerk of 88kg.   
 
In February 2016,  Joe Vueti,  Fiji national coach,  made the decision together with Fiji Weightlifting,  to send her for training 
at the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in New Caledonia.  Within three months, competing at the Oceania Championships 
held in Suva during the month of May,  Eileen  clean & jerked 112kg in the 69kg category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eileen attending the OTIP Program  in New Caledonia at 
the Oceania Weightlifting Institute in 2014 lifting 65Kg  

Eileen wins Gold at  the 2016 World Youth Championships in 
Malaysia in the 69Kg Category with a lift of 122Kg 



Then on the 24th October 2016,  competing at the YOUTH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS in Penang, Malaysia,  Eileen 

stunned everyone,  when she came out to do a magic 122kg clean & jerk and became the World Youth Champion in the 
69Kg category. Second place went to Tang Jing -China with 121Kg, third place went to Rebekar Tiler from Great Britain 
with 121Kg ,fourth place to Angies Palacios from Ecuador with 117Kg, fifth place to Anzhela Chalkarova from Kazakhstan 
with 110Kg and sixth place to Noel Caballero -Spain with 103Kg. Eileen placed third in the overall total with a combined lift 
of 215Kg. 
 
At the end of the championships the IWF declared Eileen the best FEMALE YOUTH LIFTER and presented her with the 
best lifterôs trophy.   
 

SOME SHOTS OF THE 2016 OTIP PROGRAM AROUND THE ISLANDS OF THE PACIFIC  
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